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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2011-727
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Members Boyer and Love
Date of Introduction: November 8, 2011
Committee(s) of Reference: LUZ
Date of Analysis: November 10, 2011
Type of Action: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 250 - - and Chapter 656 – Zoning Code – to amend the regulations relating to location and operation of sidewalk cafés
Bill Summary: The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 250 – Miscellaneous Business Regulations – to change the name of the “Bay Street Town Center Entertainment Zone” to “E-Town (Entertainment Town) Zone”.  The bill also amends Chapter 250 to remove the requirement that sidewalk cafes, restaurants or bars may only have tables immediately adjacent to the building and creates a definition of adjacent that permits the tables to anywhere on the sidewalk between the building frontage and the street curb, provided that a clear pedestrian passageway is provided through the tables.  If two adjoining establishments both have sidewalk tables, the pedestrian passageways must align to provide a clear pedestrian along the sidewalk.  Another amendment provides that if a sidewalk café is located on a street where the speed limit exceeds 35 miles per hour, the tables must be set back from the curb by at least 3 feet unless a physical barrier at least 3 feet in height and approved by the Planning and Development and Public Works Departments is provided between the sidewalk seating and the curb.  The amendment adds two new locations to the list of areas where sidewalk cafes are permitted: the San Marco Boulevard shopping district along San Marco Boulevard between Nira Street/Children’s Way and Laverne Street and the Stockton Street shopping district along Stockton Street between College Street and Myra Street.
The bill amends Ordinance Code Chapter 656 – Zoning Code – to clarify that outdoor sales and service of alcoholic beverages is permitted either on the private property of the vendor or on public property between the building and the edge of the street directly in front of the licenses premises, provided the area in which alcoholic beverages is served is surrounded by a permanent railing or other barrier at least three and a half feet high which may have two openings at least four feet wide.
Background Information: The amendments are intended to eliminate a conflict in existing regulations and to clarify the definition of “immediately adjacent” with regard to the allowable locations for tables in a sidewalk café setting so as to permit tables to be located on the street side of the sidewalk rather than immediately along the building frontage if sidewalk conditions permit.  The Florida Division of Alcoholic Beverages and Tobacco interprets “adjacent” for its licensing purposes to be whatever is allowable by local ordinance or regulation which an establishment shows on a site plan submitted for the purpose of establishing its licensed premises.
Policy Impact Area: Sidewalk café, restaurant and bar regulation
Fiscal Impact: None
Analyst: Clements
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